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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination 

1 . The request filed on 08/02/2007 for a Continued Examination (RCE) is accepted 
and a continued prosecution application has been established. An action on the RCE 
follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following Is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention, 

2. Claims 50 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 50, lines 5-7 recites "...said engagement elements overlap at least an 
edge of said shell unit extending in said axial direction, and/or engage at least one 
guidance slot...", rendering the claim indefinite. Use of the phrase "and/or" renders the 
claim unclear. Is applicant claiming both limitations before, and after the phrase 
"and/or", or rather, is applicant merely claiming one of the limitations? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 29-36, 41 , 50-53, and 55, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Manwaring et al. US 6,419,269. 
Manwaring et al. disclose: 

• a steering spindle (22); 

• a shell unit housing said steering spindle (28); 

• a console unit (see figure 3) having at least one side wall (40, 46) which 
extends in a lateral direction along said shell unit, said shell unit being 
supported by said at least one side wall (see figure 1), said console unit 
being fixed to a chassis (C3/L25-35); 

• a securement device (54, 94, 92, 110, 56, 86, 82, 84) operable between 
an engaged state and a disengaged state, 

• said securement device including a plurality of securing elements (54, 94, 
92, 110, 56, 86, 82, 84), 

• a tension bolt (54) penetrating openings in said shell unit and in said at 
least one side wall (see figure 2), wherein said shell unit, said console 
unit, said plurality of securing elements and said tension bolt have a 
structure and are arranged such that when said securement device is in 
said engaged state, said shell unit is unadjustably coupled with said 
console unit by said securing elements engaging one another, and when 
said securement device is in said disengaged state, said shell unit is 
adjustable relative to said console unit in at least one adjustment direction 
(C4/L53-55), 
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• tilting part (82) supported so as to be displaceable relative to a first one of 
said shell unit and said at least one side wall in one of said at least one 
adjustment direction, and so as to be nondisplaceable relative to a second 
one of said shell unit and said at least one side wall in said one of said at 
least one adjustment direction (tilting part can be displaceable or 
nondisplaceable depending on position of tension bolt 54), 

• wherein one of (a) said tilting part and (b) said first one of said shell unit 
and said at least one side wall includes clamping edges (edges and faces 
of 86 and two opposing protrusions), and the other of (a) said tilting part 
and (b) said first one of said shell unit and said at least one side wall 
includes clamping faces (see fig. 2, 88, 48) 

• wherein said shell unit, said console unit and said tilting part have a 
structure and are arranged such that deformation of said steering column 
in said one of said at least one adjustment direction results in said tilting 
part being torqued by said second one of said shell unit and said at least 
one side wall relative to said first one of said shell unit and said at least 
one side wall such that said clamping edges dig into said clamping faces 
so as to inhibit a displacement of said tilting part in said one of said at 
least one adjustment direction (C4/L1-10, furthermore, while features of an 
apparatus may be recited either structurally or functionally, claims directed 
to >an< apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms of 
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structure rather than function. Therefore, claim 29 is rejected since ail 
claim limitations have been met as disclosed above (see MPEP 21 14). 

• wherein said tilting part and said second one of said shell unit and said at 
least one side wall are connected via at least one engagement element 
(86 and two opposing protrusions) and at least two engagement points 
spaced apart from one another 

• wherein said tilting part includes said clamping edges (edges of 82 and 
two opposed protrusions), and said first one of said shell unit and said at 
least one side wall includes said clamping faces (front face of 42, see fig. 
2). 

• wherein said one of said at least one adjustment direction is a height 
direction perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said steering column (see 
vertical slot 42 oriented vertically). 

• wherein said at least one adjustment direction in which said shell unit is 
adjustable relative to said console unit includes an axial direction of said 
steering column and a height direction perpendicular to a longitudinal axis 
of said steering column (see axial slot 34 in fig. 2). 

• wherein said tilting part is supported so as to be nondisplaceable relative 
to said second one of said shell unit and said at least one side wall in one 
of said axial direction and said height direction, and so as to be 
displaceable relative to said second one of said shell unit and said at least 
one side wall in the other of said axial direction and said height direction 
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(tilting part can be displaceable or nondisplaceable in height and axial 
directions). 

• wherein said tilting part is supported so as to be nondisplaceable relative 
to said shell unit in a height direction perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of 
said steering column, and so as to be displaceable relative to said at least 
one side wall in said height direction (tilting part can be displaceable or 
nondisplaceable in height and axial directions). 

• wherein said tilting part has a central opening which is penetrated by said 
tension bolt (see figure 2). 

• wherein said tilting part is positioned at a surface of one of said at least 
one side wall facing away from said shell unit (see figures 2 and 4-6). 

• wherein said tilting part further comprises: engagement elements 
positioned at two opposite sides of said one of said at least one side wall 
in an axial direction of said steering column, said engagement elements 
extending from said tilting part toward said shell unit, wherein said 
engagement elements overlap at least an edge of said shell unit extending 
in said axial direction, and/or engage at least one guidance slot in said 
shell unit extending in said axial direction (see figure 2, C4/L1-10). 

• wherein said tilting part further comprises: tilting ledges (160, 162) 
overlapping said sides of said one of said at least one side wall, said 
engagement elements being positioned on said tilting ledges, wherein said 
tilting ledges comprise said clamping edges, and wherein said sides of 
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said one of said at least one side wall comprise said clamping faces (see 
figure 2, C4/L1-10). 

• wherein said console unit comprises two side walls (46, 40), said shell unit 
being positioned between said two side walls (see figures 1 and 2). 

• wherein said tension bolt penetrates openings in both of said side walls 
(see figure 2). 

• a tensioning device (56) for mutually engaging said securing elements, 
said tensioning device being actuatable by a tension lever (56 is capable 
of being actuated by a tension lever i.e. a wrench). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 56, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Manwaring et al. US 6,419,269 in view of Turner et al. GB 2 092 967. 

Manwaring et al. disclose all of the claimed subject matter as described above. 

Manwaring et al. do not disclose a first plurality of plates connected with said shell unit; 

and a second plurality of plates connected with said console unit, said plates of said first 

and second plurality of plates having friction faces and being interdigitated with each 

other. 
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Turner et al. teach a first plurality of plates (21a, 22a) connected with said shell 
unit; and a second plurality of plates (21b, 22b) connected with said console unit, said 
plates of said first and second plurality of plates having friction faces (Pg 2/C1/L50-65) 
and being interdigitated with each other for the purpose of increasing the holding 
frictional force to prevent a driver from moving a steering column (Pg 2/C1/L50-65). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the teachings of Manwaring et al. and provide a first plurality of 
plates connected with said shell unit; and a second plurality of plates connected with 
said console unit, said plates of said first and second plurality of plates having friction 
faces and being interdigitated with each other, as taught by Turner et al., for the 
purpose of increasing the holding frictional force to prevent a driver from moving a 
steering column. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-56 have been considered but are 
not persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues "Manwaring does not disclose a tilting part supported so 
as to be displaceable relative to a first one of the shell unit and the at least one 
side wall in one of the at least one adjustment direction, and so as to be 
nondisplaceable relative to a second one of the shell unit and the at least one 
side wall in the one of the at least one adjustment direction, as required by 
independent claim 29/' 
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In response, Manwaring discloses a tilting part (82) that is capable 
of being both displaceable and nondisplaceable through the operation of 
the mechanisnn. For example, when the mechanism is disengaged 
(unlocked), the tilting part (82) is displaceable, and when the mechanism 
is engaged (locked), the tilting part is also nondisplaceable. So the tilting 
part is capable of being both displaceable and nondisplaceable in that the 
tilting part can perform both functions independently. 

b. Applicant argues "Manwaring does not disclose a tilting part having a 
structure such that when the steering column is deformed in an adjustment 
direction, the tilting part is torqued such that clamping edge dig into clamping 
faces so as to inhibit a displacement of the tilting part in the adjustment direction, 
as required by independent claim 29". 

In response, while features of an apparatus may be recited either 
structurally or functionally, claims directed to >an< apparatus must be 
distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure rather than function. 
Therefore, claim 29 is rejected since all claim limitations have been met as 
disclosed above (see MPEP 21 14). 

Furthermore, Manwaring discloses a tilting part (82) having a 
structure such that when the steering column is deformed in an 
adjustment direction, the tilting part is torqued such that clamping edge dig 
into clamping faces so as to inhibit a displacement of the tilting part in the 
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adjustment direction, as required by independent claim 29 (see figures 2. 
and 4-6. C4/L1-10). 

Furthermore, the recitation "...when said steering column is 
deformed...", renders the claim indefinite. Use of the term "when" renders 
the claim unclear. The term "when" presumes an action (i.e. deformation 
of a steering column) to take place but no where previously in the claim is 
such action said to actually occur, or will occur. 

Conclusion . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terence Boes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4898. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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